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April 25, 2007
Contact: Stephen Greymorning, UM professor of Native American studies and anthropology, 
243-6381.
SPEAKER TO RELATE HISTORY OF IRISH LANGUAGE 
MISSOULA -
When thinking of indigenous languages, most go directly to Hawaiian or perhaps 
Native American tongues that are fast disappearing. But in his speech at 7 p.m. Friday, April 
27, at the Doubletree Inn, Joseph Mac Donnacha will explain how Irish falls squarely into that 
category.
Mac Donnacha’s speech, “The Irish Language: Success & Challenges of Language 
Planning,” is part of a three-day conference called “Giving the Gift of Language” led by 
University of Montana Native American studies Professor Stephen Greymorning.
Sponsored by the UM anthropology department and the Strengthening Indigenous 
Languages and Cultures program, the conference is a tutorial for Native language educators on 
a teaching method Greymorning developed that has been met with success in quickly imparting 
Native languages.
Mac Donnacha will talk about the successes and failures of Irish language planning and 
examine the challenges that lie ahead, including the Irish language’s place as a spoken language 
in the “globalized” world.
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“The Irish were colonized by the British who outlawed their language,” Greymorning 
said. “They’re undergoing language revitalization, and we want to try to broaden people’s 
perspective to see that there are people who have shared their kind of history in Europe.”
The lecture is free and open to the public.
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